Simultaneous endometrioid ovarian and uterine carcinoma diagnosed after an in vitro fertilization procedure--case report and review of the literature.
The presence of simultaneous carcinomas involving both the ovary and uterus is relatively uncommon, while the possible link between fertility drugs and carcinogenesis still remains controversial. The case of a 40-year-old patient with simultaneous aggressive endometrioid carcinoma of the ovary and uterus a few months after the sixth attempt of in vitro fertilization is presented. The patient had de novo lung disease at surgery and diffuse metastatic spread to adjacent bone, subcutaneous tissue and the central nervous system (CNS) soon after a spectacular response to the primary paclitaxel/carboplatinum chemotherapy and while on maintenance and second-line chemotherapy, respectively. The fulminating course of our patient might in part be attributed to the existence of advanced disease at presentation. Definite conclusions about the possible association with the previously performed assisted reproduction cannot be drawn but close clinical surveillance of such patients before, during and after infertility treatment is strongly warranted.